John Francis Conway
November 18, 1938 - January 12, 2026

John Francis Conway, born November 18, 1938, in Baltimore, Maryland,
passed away January 12, 2026, in Salem, Missouri, at the age of eighty-seven
years. John was the son of Francis Patrick and Ruth Elizabeth (Brown)
Conway.

John enlisted into the United States Marine Corp and served his country
faithfully for four years. He then enlisted into the United States Air Force and
served faithfully and honorably for eight years. During his time in the military,
he earned several decorations, medals, badges, and awards.

John met his sweetheart, Joan Ann Renouf, while roller skating in lllinois. The
two fell in love and on December 19, 1971, they united in marriage. Together
they shared six beloved children. John and Joan were blessed with fifty-four
years of marriage, building a strong bond and creating lasting memories.

John worked as an instructor for computer maintenance with the telephone
company in North Lake, lllinois for several years. He later changed careers,
furthered his education, and became a Registered Nurse. He worked as a
nurse for thirty-seven years before retiring at the age of seventy-seven years.

John deeply loved his family and treasured the time they spent together. His
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren were his world. He enjoyed



roller skating, woodworking, and mowing the lawn. He loved to write poems
and often wrote songs that he would sing.

John was a devoted Seventh Day Adventist for fifty-four years. He was a
member of the Salem Seventh Day Adventist Church for last nine years. John
and Joan were baptized together the day before their wedding. His faith was
important to him; he was an active member of the church and served as an
elder.

Those left behind to cherish his memory include his loving wife: Joan Conway
of Salem, MO; children: Beryl Paffrath and wife Kathy of Salem, MO, April
Foulks of Tennessee, Tracy Conway of Salem, MO, Jennifer Ortega of Salem,
MO, John A. Conway and fiancé Katie of Rhode Island, and Michael Conway
and wife Corina of Salem, MO; sister: June Koontz of Maryland;
grandchildren: Trishana, Benjamin, Elias, Jessica, Jamie, Rodney, Olivia, Zoe,
John Michael, Aubrey, Nicky, Beth Ann, and Cameron; foster child: Angela;
several great-grandchildren; other relatives and dear friends.

Preceding him in death were his parents: Francis and Ruth (Brown) Conway
and brother-in-law: Richard Koontz.

John was devoted to his family, his country, and the Lord. He leaves a lasting
legacy built on the light of hope, a spirit of faith, and a home built on love. He
will be deeply missed by those who knew and loved him.

Funeral Services were held January 16, 2026, in the Wilson Mortuary Salem
Chapel with Pastor Craig Wiles officiating. Serving as Pallbearers were Beryl
Paffrath, Michael Conway, John A. Conway, Darrel Barton, Richard Lettman,
Benjamin Ortega, and Elias Ortega. Burial with Military Honors was held in the
Fort Leonard Wood Veterans Cemetery. The Family was served by Wilson
Mortuary of Salem, Missouri.



Leave the family a condolence on his tribute page at www.wilsonmortuary.com



Cemetery Details

Missouri State Veterans Cemetery

Waynesville, MO

Previous Events
Visitation

JAN 16. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Wilson Mortuary - Salem

1000 West Scenic Rivers Blvd.
Post Office Box 45

Salem, MO 65560

(573) 729-5555
https://www.wilsonmortuary.com/

Funeral Service

JAN 16. 11:00 AM (CT)

Wilson Mortuary - Salem

1000 West Scenic Rivers Blvd.
Post Office Box 45

Salem, MO 65560

(573) 729-5555
https://www.wilsonmortuary.com/


https://www.wilsonmortuary.com/
https://www.wilsonmortuary.com/

Graveside Service

JAN 16. 1:00 PM (CT)

Missouri Veterans Cemetery Fort Leonard Wood
25350 State Hwy H

Waynesville, MO 65583

(573) 774-3496



Tribute Wall

5 files added to the album Shared Memories

April Foulks - January 17 at 06:20 PM

62 files added to the album Shared Memories

John Conway - January 16 at 06:23 PM



2 files added to the album Videos Album

Wilson Mortuary - January 16 at 04:06 PM

1 file added to the album Videos Album

Wilson Mortuary - January 16 at 12:51 PM

126 files added to the album LifeTributes
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Wilson Mortuary - January 16 at 09:22 AM



Dr. Shelly Hopps & Family purchased the Beautif
ul in Blue for the family of John Francis Conway.

Dr. Shelly Hopps & Family - January 15 at 12:42 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of John Francis Conway.

January 15 at 07:14 AM

Robin Abendroth planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of John Francis

Conway.

Robin Abendroth - January 15 at 07:14 AM

I did not know. John Francis Conway. However, | have known his
son John Conway for the past 8 years. He joined our family when
he began dating my niece, Katie Abendroth. John lives his life with
enthusiasm. He works hard. He plays hard and he helps people.
This is a tribute to John Francis Conway, his father.

Robin Abendroth - January 15 at 07:08 AM


https://www.wilsonmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wilsonmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wilsonmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wilsonmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wilsonmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

June, Leslie and Jim, Jane, and Richard
purchased the Sentiments of Serenity Spray for
the family of John Francis Conway.

June, Leslie and Jim, Jane, and Richard - January 13 at 07:46
PM


https://www.wilsonmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wilsonmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2989&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

