Thomas "Tom" Robert Mills

November 23, 1945 - February 16, 2026

Thomas Robert Mills passed away peacefully at home and was united
eternally with his Lord and Savior on Monday, February 16, 2026. Tom was
born November 23, 1945, in Battle Creek, Michigan.

Tom grew up in Salem, MO surrounded by cousins and wide-open spaces,
until he graduated high school and joined the U.S. Army National Guard. After
high school, Tom painted several signs for local business and there Mills Sign
Company was born. He then relocated to Chicago, lllinois for a time and built
architectural scale building models including: the First National Bank, John
Hancock Building, and others for firms all over the world. He also began his
love of motorcycles and joined a motorcycle club while in Chicago, spending
hours on the road driving his BSA back and forth from Salem to Chicago.

On December 31, 1970, Tom married his beautiful bride, Dorothy (White)
Mills. For over 55 years, they shared adventure after adventure in business,
church, community, and family. Tom’s immense creativity and “jack-of-all-
trades” persona provided them with many opportunities from working at a
finance company, Floyd’s Charcoal Plant, Radio Jockey for the Radio Station
in Salem, owning local shoe and boot repair Cordwainers Store in Salem, a
brief time at Owens-lllinois in Michigan, Star Sign Company in Rolla, before
reviving Mills Sign Company. Tom and Dee then made the business a “family”
business when their marriage was blessed with 2 children: John Mills of St.



Robert, Melanie Roark (Justin) of Duke, two granddaughters: Madison Mills
and Brooklyn Roark and one great granddaughter: Gentry Potts. In 1991, Mills
Sign Company moved operations to the Waynesville/St. Robert/Ft. Leonard
Wood area and rebranded, as it remains today, as Signs in Time. While the
business name changed, his personal touch went into every sign that left the
shop. His dream lives on through his family, and his legacy of advertising
excellence continues today.

While in the St. Robert area, Tom served as President of the Chamber of
Commerce and Vice-President of the Pulaski County Sewer District #1. He
also served with his guitar and harmonica on the Missouri Prayer Worship
Team travelling the state playing at numerous different churches, and on his
local church’s music team at Church of God St. Robert.

Tom adored his family more than anything on earth and spent a lifetime
making sure they knew how special, appreciated and loved they were. His
story will forever live on in the halls of heaven and through every sunrise and
sunset, every four-wheeling trip, every rummy, canasta or aggravation game,
and in the hearts and smiles of those who knew him and loved him.

Thomas (Tom) Mills is survived by his loving wife Dorothy “Dee” Mills of the
home; son John Mills of St. Robert, MO; daughter and son-in-love Melanie
and Justin Roark of Duke, MO; granddaughters Madison Mills and Brooklyn
Roark, great granddaughter Gentry Potts, and half-sister Michele (Ed)
Godlewski of Michigan, as well as nieces, nephews, cousins, and numerous
other dear friends. Tom is preceded in death by his mother Katherine Halbert
and step-father Vernon Halbert, Father Granvil Mills and wife Jeanne, half-
sister and niece Melanie and Meghann Pouch, and half-brother Richard Mills.

A Celebration of Life service will be held Sunday, March 1st at Church of God
St. Robert in St. Robert, MO at 3pm. If you would like to visit with the family,



visitation will be at 2:30pm.

In lieu of flowers, Memorial Contributions may be made in memory of Tom
Mills to Wilson Mortuary and mailed to PO Box 45 Salem, MO 65560.
Memorial Envelopes will be available.

Condolences may be left online at www.wilsonmortuary.com



Previous Events
Visitation

MAR 1. 2:30 PM - 3:00 PM (CT)

Church Of God St. Robert
466 Old Route 66
St. Robert, MO 65584

Celebration of Life Service

MAR 1. 3:00 PM (CT)

Church Of God St. Robert
466 Old Route 66
St. Robert, MO 65584



Tribute Wall

Melanie, my sincerest condolences for the loss of your Dad. I will
always remember the great striping he put on my Mustang. He was
a fine man. Nelson Morgan

Nelson Morgan - March 02 at 12:50 PM

Levi and Amy purchased the Divine Peace Bouq
uet for the family of Thomas "Tom" Robert Mills.

Levi and Amy - February 28 at 11:07 AM

Levi and Amy planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Thomas "Tom"
Robert Mills.

Levi and Amy - February 28 at 11:07 AM

Josh, Eric, Patsy & Tiffany purchased the Americ

a the Beautiful for the family of Thomas "Tom"
Robert Mills.

Josh, Eric, Patsy & Tiffany - February 26 at 12:16 PM
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Josh, Eric, Patsy & Tiffany planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Thomas "Tom"
Robert Mills.

Josh, Eric, Patsy & Tiffany - February 26 at 12:16 PM

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family
of Thomas "Tom" Robert Mills.

February 23 at 04:48 PM

A <a href="/store/Product.aspx?Productld=4518">Memorial
Tree</a> was planted in honor of Thomas "Tom" Robert Mills.

February 23 at 04:48 PM

Tom and | grew up together and | have so many memories. We
roller skated in the unfinished upstairs of their home, we played in
the barn loft and climbed trees, we rode through Indian Trail Park
with our mothers on Sunday afternoons, came home and had chili.
Our mothers were best friends. Tom and | were cousins and friends.
Rest in peace, my friend and loving thoughts and prayers for Dee
and the family.

RuthEllen Campbell - February 19 at 10:17 PM

Condolences for Dee and family. So sorry for your loss.

carol Lacy - February 17 at 06:31 PM


https://www.wilsonmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.wilsonmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1424&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

| can’t begin to express how thankful | am for the opportunity to have
known Tom . He brought so much joy, learning and leardership to my
family at the perfect time. Your family included Dee, thank you. | know
Gods grace and comfort will carry you through.

Joyce Elaine Kennedy - February 18 at 11:06 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Thomas "Tom" Robert Mills.

February 17 at 05:07 PM


https://www.wilsonmortuary.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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